October 2020 Newsletter – HC Seattle – Draft
Dear Friends of Austria!
[image: ] What turbulent times we are going through where we need all the energy and mutual support we can get. Let’s refill in nature where the spectacular changing of the colors (here pictured: Mt. Baker National Forest) can provide us some relief and strength. And let’s think of each other, a kind word goes a long way.
NEWS FROM AND ABOUT AUSTRIA 
[image: ] The alarming increase of Covid-19 cases throughout Europe, including Austria, led to dramatic steps to curb the exploding infection rate. Starting with Tuesday, November 3,  Austria will be in its 2nd lockdown at least until end of November. That means all restaurants closed for indoor service, no theaters, museums, no events, etc., max 2 families can get together indoors and curfew from 8pm to 6am. Schools for K-8th grade will continue in person at the moment, 9-12th  grade and Universities switch to remote learning. The government is currently working on a support package to provide relief and assistance for business and workers. 
The hope is that these drastic steps will improve the situation so that until Christmas some relaxation can take place.
At Saturday’s demonstration in Vienna against the new Corona regulations 200 people participated instead of the expected 15,000.

[image: ] Ischgl, famous Ski resort town in Tyrol, became epicenter for the Corona epidemic in March 2020: While crowded into cable cars during the day and apres-ski bars at night, numerous skiers carried the Covid-19 virus to more than 40 countries and 5 continents. Ischgl hosts 300,000 tourists from 30 counties every year. Many of the 11,000 Europeans who got infected in Austria were in Ischgl. In April 42% of Ischgl residents had antibodies for the virus. The question in hindsight is, how many infections could have been prevented if the resort would have closed even just 1 weeks earlier, when the first signs of alarm rang? For more information: see the New York Times article: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/30/world/europe/ski-party-pandemic-travel-coronavirus.html
[image: ] October 1: 1920, the Austrian National Assembly adopted the Federal Constitutional Law. 100 years later, it is still the centerpiece of Austria's Constitution. 
[image: ] October 10, 1920: 100 years anniversary of the referendum in Carinthia to remain with Austria and against the annexation to Slovenia/ Yugoslavia. Interestingly, almost half of the remain votes were casted by voters with Slovenian mother tongue. This was a much-needed victory for the nascent Austrian nation building.
[image: ] Getting ready for next summer: Austria’s capital Vienna is building a green district cooling system with water drawn from the Danube river. It will use 70% less energy and reduce carbon emissions by 50%.

[image: ] October 9:  the Lange Nacht der Forschung: (LNF – long night of research) is special: it is the largest event within the German speaking countries for research and science performed in Austria. Every 2 years innovative and revolutionary technologies are presented to a broad audience. This year’s event was taking place online only with over 600 contributions from all 9 states. The complete program is available until December 30, 2020. https://www.langenachtderforschung.at/2020/

[image: ] October 11: Elections in Vienna: Results: SPÖ continued to receive a solid majority and is now in coalition talks with other parties. Most likely they will not continue the 10-year long partnership with the GRÜNE party (although they achieved a record number of votes) but form a government with the liberal NEOS Party. Final decision will be announced soon. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk55037281]SPÖ		ÖVP		GRÜNE		NEOS		FPÖ
41,6 %		20,4		14,8		7,5		7,1
+2 %		+11,2		+3		+1,3		-23,7

[image: ] Oct. 17 – November 29: Kids Euro Festival: http://events.euintheus.org/events/ : you and your children/grandchildren can travel the world from the safety of your home! Kids Euro Festival, now in its 13th year, is one of the largest performing arts festivals for children in America, bringing some of Europe's most talented children's entertainers to the US. Austria’s contribution comes from the youth theater “Dschungel Wien” with the performance of “Planet Sis” – a story of family, identity, sisterhood & growing up : http://events.euintheus.org/events/austria-planet-sis-preview/

[image: ]October 20: Microsoft announces plans to establish its first cloud region in Austria to accelerate local innovation and growth. This is a significant commitment to drive local innovation and growth in Austria, including plans to establish its first datacenter region in the country, which will bring the power of Microsoft’s global-scale and trusted cloud to the country’s broad ecosystem of startups, SMBs, enterprises and government. The company also announced a new Center of Digital Excellence to modernize Austria’s IT infrastructure, public governmental services, and industry innovation. Microsoft will also continue to invest in new community resources to boost innovation and digital skilling for approximately 120,000 Austrians by 2024. According to research from IDC, Microsoft’s investment in a new cloud region will help generate up to $2.1 billion in new revenue in Austria’s ecosystem of local partners and its cloud-using customers fueled by Microsoft over the next four years.
“Today marks a major milestone for Microsoft in Austria,” said Brad Smith, President of Microsoft. “This announcement represents much more than building data centers. It is an opportunity to bring to Austria the technology needed for people, businesses and government agencies to reimagine and transform their operations, grow their enterprises, and gain new digital skills.”
https://news.microsoft.com/europe/2020/10/20/microsoft-announces-plans-to-establish-its-first-cloud-region-in-austria-to-accelerate-local-innovation-and-growth/
[image: ] October 24: Austria’s Foreign Minister Schallenberg: „The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)  co-initiated by Austria in 2017, has reached 50 States Parties and will enter into force in 90 days. Finally, the most destructive weapons will be illegal. A historic day with a clear message: These weapons are abhorrent to humanity and must be eliminated. “
[image: ]
Here are some more news related to the Austrian National Holiday, October 26:
As the traditional Austrian National Holiday reception could not take place this year, the Austrian Embassy in Washington, DC decided to support families in need instead. They partnered up with “Feeding America” and together with donations were able to provide 100,000+ meals for those in need due to Covid-19.
Greeting from Austria’s President Alexander VanDerBellen with a video tour of his “office”, the Hofburg: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TohH4qOxBs&feature=youtu.be
The Austrian Consulate General in Los Angeles produced this video for the Austrian National Holiday: https://vimeo.com/472060422

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

[image: ]Saturday, November 21, 6:45pm: Next virtual Stammtisch: 
With watching the musical “I am from Austria” (Reinhard Fendrich): 
https://zoom.us/j/97085414586?pwd=K1NTV21MenZPWGc2anNYbFdVblNwUT09
For questions please contact Elana Sabajon: youcan@askelana.com . Thank you for organizing, Elana!

[image: ] ABC German School on the East Side opened its door again in September for in-class and online learning. Pre-school, K-10 afternoon German language classes, and evenings adult German language classes. https://abcgermanschool.com/

LOOKING AHEAD: 
[image: ] December 5, 4:30pm: virtual “Weihnachtsfeier” of the Austria Club. More details and zoom link will be provided closer to the event.

Have fun today and be happy not to live in the 17th century where witch hunts and trials were real…
 [image: ]  HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!! [image: ]
Bleibt gesund und viel Kraft für die nächste Zeit
Herzlichst,

Eva Kammel
Honorary Consul of Austria in Seattle
office@austrianconsulateseattle.org
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